Manifesto 2019 - 2023

D66 gets it done

Dear Brabanders, dear People from Brabant!

This is the summary of the electoral programme 2019-2023 of D66 for the province of
Noord-Brabant in The Netherlands.
D66 wants to contribute to sustainable development. In Brabant and with Brabant. To
obtain this goal D66 focuses in this manifesto on three core values: a healthy Brabant, a
Brabant that has a clear focus on the future, and working towards a Brabant that is
more beautiful and more inclusive than it already is.
Health is a central theme for us. The healthier you are, the more you can grove and
participate in our society.
This means healthy air, more nature, space to move around, and where possible
bicycles rather than cars. We choose for agriculture that has an eye for a healthy
habitat. We opt for agriculture that is as circular as possible: ecology, food forests,
natural industries, and agroforesty that not only take from, but also gives to our natural
surroundings. In this way we can work towards a natural development from intensive
farming to sustainable natural environments. D66 wants to complete the Brabant nature
network (‘Brabants natuurnetwerk’) and further develop its quality. Some mensuren to
contributie to these goals are fast lane bike paths for business traffic from and to cities
and the possibility for citizens to buy food directly from farmers, without too many
middle men. We aim for a Brabant where everyone can live, work, and move healthy.
We would like Brabant to be ready for the future, we want to be prepared for change.
That is why we will actively seek out initiatives that will make our lives more convenient.
Better insulated homes, electric cars, new medicines and treatments. We will also be on
the look out for innovations that will help us to prepare ourselves for changes to come,
such as crops that will be better adapted to climate changes and industrial
developments that can produce without fossil resources.
Innovation in what we do is intrinsically related to innovation in the way we do things.
This also applies to the way in which we govern our beloved province. For D66 the

‘Brabanders’, the inhabitants of Brabant, living together in close connection with their
natural environment, is the central theme. We govern our province with a clear
awareness of where we are (Brabant) and who we are (Brabanders).
Education and culture form an important basis for D66. It is the combination of
knowledge, skills and creativity that allow individuals to grow and to express
themselves, to create new ideas, to develop Brabant’s future together. D66 wants the
province of Brabant to renew its governing practices. The province should become
more outward-focused, actively seeking contact and communication with its citizens.
D66 believes in people’s individual strengths. We believe that most people are willing to
work together to build a sustainable society. We believe to obtain this goal it is
important to have strong regions that are governed in a straightforward, strong, effective
manner, with a clear focus on the future, sense of direction, especially when it concerns
important societal issues, such as energy transition and health.
The province of Brabant facilitates, brings people together, shares knowledge and
expertise, and connects interesting initiatives and innovations, in order to create an
atmosphere and culture in which it is natural and effective to collaborate, to work
together, and to share. When citizens develop initiatives to address important societal
issues that concern Brabant, the province facilitates these ideas and will try to work
together.
Today we start with a focus on tomorrow, with each other, for each other. Together we
make the next step forward. A healthy Brabant in which we work together towards a
beautiful future.

D66 AIMS FOR A HEALTHY, SUSTAINABLE LIVING ENVIRONMENT:

•

appoint an executive councillor/vice governor explicitly responsible for health.

•

health and livability are core themes in all provincial issues.

•

in 2030 animal husbandry will be emission free, in 2023 there will be 100.000
electric vehicles, in 2020 ‘diesel’ vehicles will be restricted on provincial roads.

•

citizens will be actively involved in designing the Brabant vision on the
environment and writing environmental plans.

•

D66 wants to stimulate energy transition:

•

managing energy transition is a core task for the province.

•

solar panels on rooftops and other locations, where possible.

•

invest in electric transportation and smart networks: Brabant as breeding ground
for such innovations.

•

encourage Brabant co-ownership in solar panel parks and windmill parks.

•

use Essent revenues in 2019-2023 to a maximum of 100 million Euros to
accelerate Brabant energy investment agenda energy.

D66 AIMS FOR AGRICULTURE:
•

a healthy agricultural sector, economically healthy and good for people as well as
animals.

•

nature-inclusive agricultural developments.

•

livable countryside areas where people live and work happily, and spend their
leisure time.

•

innovative collaborations with farmers and agricultural institutions and
knowledge.

•

firm actions against administrative manipulations in the agricultural sector.

D66 AIMS FOR MOBILITY:
•

better train connections between Tilburg, Breda, Eindhoven and Brussel/
Antwerpen/Düsseldorf.

•

accessible public transport, in areas with high and low traveler demands, with
zero emission, and flexible transport solutions.

•

attain good circulation, first with smart mobility and alternative transport
solutions, and if that is impossible perhaps with building new roads.

•

Brabant becomes the breeding ground for smart and green mobility solutions for
Europe.

•

no automatic expansion of Eindhoven airport.

•

extra attention for bicycles and expansion to 20 fast bike paths.

•

expansion to 15000 charging stations for electric vehicles and expansion of the
number of quick charging stations.

•

start talks with logistics sector and city councils about zero-emission distribution
systems.

D66 AIMS FOR NATURE DEVELOPMENTS:
•

keep focusing on strengthening of nature areas, also in and surrounding cities.

•

involve creative and art sector in nature landscaping.

•

deal extra attentively with illegal drugs dumping and waste dumping.

•

restrict industrial, agricultural, and traffic-related nitrogen emission.

•

improve organic soil content.

•

more nature, also to be able to deal with the consequences of climate change.

D66 AIMS FOR BRABANT ECONOMY:
•

extra focus on regional economy, small and medium-sized business rather than
focus on top-sectors (topsectorenbeleid).

•

focus on societal issues such as energy transition, health, education.

•

top in The Netherlands when it concerns circular economy.

•

invest in lifelong learning.

•

invest in sustainable, future proof vocational training.

D66 AIMS FOR CULTURE:

•

Brabant culture focus in which talent development, cultural education, grant
funding are fine tuned and interdependent on city and provincial levels

•

lengthen the ‘impuls money program’ with 4 years to support the desired
innovations.

•

Brabant C-fund develops into the primary coordinator for the complete Brabant
cultural ecosystem, supported by artistic and financial partners and
stakeholders.

•

strong focus on development of cultural education and media literacy.

•

Rijksmuseum for design.

•

connect Brabant heritage with creative hot spots.

Join us in the pursuit of a healthy, sustainable and inclusive Brabant!

