
 
Summary election program D66 
 

 

Brabant: innovative and sustainable 
 
 
Long-term strengthening of existing economic structure 
D66 supports long-term strengthening of existing economic structure. By attracting more 
companies the province can enhance the strengths of the regions. D66 chooses sufficient 
diversity and those companies that can ensure a sustainable future. By doing so, the region’s 
long-term viability will be safeguarded.  
 
 
D66 strives for both technological and social innovation 
For D66 creativity and innovation are the fundaments of the economy of the province of Brabant. 
This is why D66 aims to create experimental space for companies that would like to start activities 
that are not bound by regulations. In the view of D66, the province should do more to create jobs. 
As a vehicle to do so, part of the revenue of Essent should be re-invested in the regional 
economy. D66 wants the province of Brabant to become the place where these companies feel at 
home. 
 
The province serves as an important example in accelerating the shift from a fossil-based 
economy to a bio based economy. This type of economy demands radical adjustment of 
production, usage and handling of products. 
 
 
Better education in and for the province of Brabant 
For D66 it is essential that “Brabanders” are well educated and prepared for the industries that 
are already active in the province of Brabant and for those that can come. In a fast-changing 
world, the levels of knowledge and skills are of crucial importance. 
 
D66 want to start the discussion to better attune education on every level and better attune to the 
needs of the job market. The province has to keep committing to smart crafts, more production 
industry and a climate for innovation and start-ups.  
 
 
Open for international movement and change 
D66 wants to make it easier to work abroad. Vice versa it should be easier for companies in the 
province of Brabant to hire employees from Germany, Belgium or elsewhere. Through European 
cooperation D66 aims to further strengthen the cooperation with Flanders and the Ruhr Area, in 
combination with the provinces of Gelderland, Limburg and Zeeland.  
 
 



 
The province as acting director in regional planning 
According to D66, the province of Brabant should develop into a strong region that is able to 
combine innovative and sustainable policy with a comfortable work and life climate. Moreover, the 
province should take the lead when it comes to balancing policies between cities that include 
conflicting interests. D66 wishes to continue the current modus operandi in the province of 
Brabant, which is led by a careful cooperation between provinces and municipalities.  
 
 
“Brabanders” regain their pride of the agricultural sector 
D66 believes that agricultural entrepreneurs deserve their space to contribute to the economic 
development, the landscape quality, nature and the bio diversity of the countryside. Agricultural 
activities should fit with the character of the region, should be innovative and should be without 
nuisance for nearby residents.  
 
Brabant’s agriculture is at a turning point, ready for change and progress. D66 wants to facilitate 
this process. Clear frameworks for environment and health are the starting point, while leaving 
sufficient space for freedom of entrepreneurship. D66 believes in the power of entrepreneurs: 
they know best which way the sector has to go. D66 strives to eliminate unnecessary rules.  
 
 
Ensuring public health is the number one priority 
To D66 ensuring public health is the number one priority. During the policy-making process 
administrators and bureaucrats must  take health risks into consideration. D66 sees the 
processing of manure as an industrial activity that should only take place on (agrarian) industrial 
sites. To that end, D66 wants to stimulate companies that reuse residual energy in the best 
possible ways. To strengthen the connection between citizens and agrarians, the province has to 
provide proper space to farm stores, care farms, food cooperatives and small-scale recreation. 
Brabant is a province with a rich tradition in food production. D66 is proud of that history and 
wants to represent and uphold that tradition.  
 
 
D66 gives Brabant new energy 
Future generations have to be ensured of sufficient energy. In order to achieve this, a transition to 
sustainable energy is needed. D66 wants the province to write a program that reduces the use of 
energy in houses and other buildings, including all necessary coordination regarding warm and 
cold heat sources. D66 has great appreciation for the work of leading cities, energy corporations 
and other initiatives. 
   
 
Nature is the basis of our existence and our welfare 
D66 invests in the maintenance and strengthening of nature, which is why D66 chooses for: 

• the completion of the National Nature network before 2028; 
• preservation of the laws that keep soil, water and air clean;  
• buffer zones around nature reserves where agriculture has to adapt to nature; 
• room for private individuals and farmers who work on the preservation of nature; 
• livable nature that is open for recreation, instead of merely ‘drawing board’ nature.  



D66 feels that the title “National Parks” has added value in both branding and the tourist-
recreational attrition of Brabant.  
 
 
Safe, good quality water: not too much, not too little 
D66 want the province to talk to organizations that withdraw drinking water about contribution to 
the maintenance of water quality. D66 asks the province as shareholder to encourage its water 
company to give adequate information about ways to save drinking water. D66 wants to prevents 
water damage wherever possible by keeping water upstream, in other words the source of the 
stream and by designing streams in a natural way. D66 wants the province to appoint buffers 
around dried up areas in order to reduce draught.  
 
 
Infrastructure and public transportation essential for living, working and recreation 
D66 thinks that the province has added value, because it has an overview of the regional traffic- 
and transport situation. D66 chooses: 

• Quick, safe cycling routes with few traffic lights; 
• Frequent public transport on busy trajectories; 
• Tailor-made public transportation in rural areas;  
• Clean busses, where transport providers will have the freedom to choose their fuel; 
• Bundling the transport of city-bound goods at transfer facilities; 
• More transport by water, rails and through transport tubes. 

D66 wants to improve this by better adjusting flight traffic, trains, and busses both within and 
between cities, including facilities to stall bicycles. With regards to public health and traffic safety 
D66 wants to maintain the maximum speed of 80 km per hour.  
 
 
Culture develops and connects people 
Culture influences the quality of life, recreation, living and working and the choice of residence. 
D66 chooses: 

• A cultural sector in Brabant that can compete on a high, international level; 
• A vision on the heritage the province has to help preserve; 
• Increasing literacy and media-awareness; 
• Investing in innovation in the field of smart healthcare and smart living; 
• Respecting and involving everyone in society.  

D66 thinks culture plays a crucial part in the development of Brabant. D66 challenges people in 
thinking processes, offers an alternative view and thinks outside the box – embodying the 
prerequisites for creativity and innovation. 
 
D66 feels that it is of the utmost importance that the cultural sector of Brabant can compete at the 
high international level. D66 wants a broad and open debate to connect that new and expanded 
role to financial possibilities.  
 
 
Heritage represents a part of the identity of Brabant 
D66 thinks the province should develop a vision on what is worth maintaining. By doing so, we 
can make bold choices in which heritage to keep and develop, like possible future monuments. 
D66 wants Brabant to keep an open vision and respects and engages everyone in their society. 



Moreover D66 wants to specifically broaden the discussion of “The Newest Brabant” and to 
include many groups of people that are currently left out.  
 
 
Resolute government and well-organized democracy 
D66 wants a province that does not hesitate to intervene in local governments that do not live up 
to their responsibilities and promises vis-à-vis their citizens. Cooperation needs to be based on 
the fact that we can achieve more quality together than separately. 
 
 
Finances are up to date and in line with the budget. D66 wants to keep it that way 
The focus for D66 is a structurally sound budget, without dipping into general reserves. We aim 
for: 

• A clear definition of ‘general reserve’; 
• A fair distribution of the provincial fund; 
• A new Brabant Agenda. In this new version D66 wants to focus on a sustainable Brabant 

in future investments.  


